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Five French pricsls who weve among tGhe hostages seized by the Viet Minh i
December 1946 ware released in mid-Decewber 1949 at o point appraxinately
150 kilometers from Hanol. Shovtly ofier they wore originally ceptured,
tha priesta became separated from the several hundrad other French civilian
prigonexs saptured by the Ho Chl Mink farces and did not subscquently see
any of thoss priscnsrs sgain. The priests were moved from place to place
over & Ghras-gear peried of captlvify. For the most part they did not
recogrige thelr surreendings. They were never withoub 2 guard and had
reletively little freedom of movement. They subsisted slmost entiraly on
wloe, although they were occaslonally sble to augment their diet with fish.
They were uot treated badly by thelr captors bub gemeral Jiving conditions
in the aveas whorve they were held were vwery poor. One of the priesis dled
of malerie. Morale smong the Ho Chi Minh supporters was very high,

The priests do not know the reasons behiwnd thelr release. An unidentified
Ho Chi Minh Government officlal visited their encampment in Novewbsr and,
after discussing their geneval situation and condition, suggested that they
write Progident Ho and ask o be weturned to Hanol. They wrote the letber
and ten days laber they were glven new vestmendo. Shortly thereaftor they
weve blindfelded ard after o falrly short journey wore released mear a
French poss In the vicindiy of Tuyen Queng.
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